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MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 


September 28, 1972 


{THE PRESIDES! EAS SEM^k 


THE PRESIDENT 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 




SUBJECT: 


My Meetings With the North Vietnamese 
September 26-27, 1972 


Overview 

I met for six hours September 26 and five and a half hours September 27 
in our first two-day session ever with Le Due Tho and Xuan Thuy. The 
sessions both narrowed our differences in some areas, and demonstrated 
how far we have to go in others. The North Vietnamese tabled a new plan 
which, while still unacceptable, contains certain political provisions 
that might signal a possible opening, They professed continued eagerness 
for a rapid settlement, and, after seeing our repackaged ten point plan, 
complained we were moving too slowly in our positions. We agreed to 
meet again for three successive days starting October 7, which we may 
want to slip a day. 

On the first day they displayed the same sense of urgency for an early end 
to the war that they did on September 15. They took up the first two hours 
laying out a concrete work program designed to wrap up an overall 
settlement within a month, pushing again the idea of a trip by me to Hanoi 
to overcome final differences. After a businesslike point-by-point review 
of our agreements and differences, Tho tabled their third new comprehen- 
sive proposal in four meetings -- in the past they stuck with their plans 
for at least six months. Furthermore he did this after I said I wanted to 
withhold our own proposal to reflect on his comments overnight. 

Their new plan, though still unacceptable, shows major movement in some 
respects . Though retaining the three- segment Government of National 
Concord, it continues their steady trend of stripping away both (1) its 
powers and (2) the levers for communist domination of its composition: 

-- Powers 


In this newest plan the Government of National Concord has 
largely advisory functions centered on implementing the 
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overall agreement and mediating between the two sides. 

It would have no army, or police, or defined territory. 

And it would only -supervise-' the foreign policy of the 
two sides. The GVN (and PRG) remain in existence with 
armies and police intact. They would administer the areas 
they control and conduct their foreign policy. 


This re presents a major and continued evolution in their 
position. The unacceptable principle of a "government- ^ 
remains, but it is steadily being shorn of meaning. Their 
August 1 plan assigned this government "full power in 
dealing with domestic and foreign affairs." The G an 
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Their September 15 plan stated that the GVN (and PRG) 
would remain temporarily in existence, but they had to 
implement the decisions of the Provisional Governmen 
of National Concord in the framework of the latter's tasks 
and prerogatives as described above and any laws contrary 
to the provisions of the DRV plan would be "abrogated. 


-- Composition 


In this newest plan the Provisional Government of National 
Concord and its subordinate commissions "will operate in 
accordance with the principle of unanimity. " The govern- 
ment is composed of three equal segments, _ one-third from 
side plus mutual agreement on the other third, and t ere is a 
stipulation that "no party may dominate" the coalition govern- 
ment. It is almost impossible to visualize how thisthree- 
headed "government" could take any meaningful decisions 
since all its elements must be in agreement. 

This too represents a major a nd continuing evolution Be- 
fore this summer's proposals the other side's position was 
that one-third of the coalition government would be from 
their forces, one-third neutral (according to th--ir definition) 
and one-third from the Saigon Administration (over which they 
would have a veto). Furthermore, this government w ^ 
going to negotiate with the PRG! In the August an ep 
ber 15 plans there was no mention of how decisions woul e 
taken, implying majority rule. 
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This plan is still f at from acceptable ‘ '‘'""'^“'errand the 

im “' dU i!iri g ^l\he°N .T» iett.am.se army in theSo uth, »<"■* 
contlr^ed-p^aspca-al^gj^ ,h,m dlUution and-poti**^ deteriora^on 
all but ensure the psychologic repg wnls major ^rntTvement. 

of thtWTW^uus-Banee**-^ 

jtf5TIf-stmfUedr-a^pl»» ” ou “ 1 lt ls „ ot inconsistent with their 
opinion than their past P la " s t „etrnr.ent into an irrelevant com- 

-er to a standstill ceaselir. and 

de facto territorial control by both sides. 

I withheld our Politlol Propo S L^tiri b po n S g itro^ Se C ^ g ' 

porated some of therp language w , - d e wo uld recommend to 

The main features were boo suggestions l said w, w ^ Comnii , tee o( 

Thieu during General Haigts trip o Saig <• functions, and pro- 

— ■ -*>«- 

• qnecifvinE agreements and disagree 

.. Their assurances that there were no American POWs in Cambodia 
and that the few in Laos would be released by them 

- Their explicit confirmation that ' rid' ' 

Tr rse“r Though^"."', put this l. wriUng, this is the first 
time they have ever addressed this issue in any fashron. 

- Their repeated emphasis on 

dropping Of , 

subsidiary issues like general prmcipl P 

- Their repeated underlining of their 

the lesser functions of the coalition S ov f rI ' rr ^® government's operations 

CVN and PRO; and the unanimity principle for that gover 

Toward the end Tho's tone 

concessions while we were inching forward ana i 
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issues. He stressed they had made their "final" offer -- which may or 
may not be a bargaining ploy, but in any event probably reflects their 
view that they have made a major move in their political position. How- 
ever, they remained eager for a three-day series of meetings next time 
which they said would be"decisive. " I emphasized we would never over- 
throw friends we had worked with for so long and that we could not 
accept their new plan. Both sides agreed to review their positions. 

Comment 

It remains clear that the North Vietnamese want a settlement if at all 
possible before our elections give this Administration a fresh mandate. 

The central question is, of course^ whether they want it badly enough to 
accept terms that we and Thieu can also accept. Their plan is still far 
from that point, and the very complexity of the issues make a settlement 
in the next month highly unlikely. 

This latest encounter suggests three possibilities: 

-- Their September 26 plan may indeed be their "final" offer. They 
may find it impossible to water down their political position any further 
after twenty years of struggle. 

-- They may be keeping up the tempo in the conviction that pre-election 
pressures will make us cave in at the last moment. (Dobrynin has told 
me that this is what they are telling Moscow. ) 

By stressing the finality of their proposal, they may be trying 
desperately to prove to their hawks in Hanoi that we won't budge further 
and that further concessions from them are needed. 

Under the first two hypotheses, when we make clear next time once again 
that we will not accept an imposed coalition government, however diluted, 
the talks could be suspended. In that event we would be in a strong position. 
We would have no need to go public ourselves, but if the North Vietnamese 
did (which is by no means certain) we could dominate public debate with 
our negotiating record and the unreasonableness of some of their stands. 

The other side's military prospects in both North and South Vietnam are 
hardly promising; it is doubtful that they could pull off any spectacular 
psychological stunts on the battlefield, let alone make meaningful strategic 
gains. Once this were apparent, say early next year, they could return 
to the bargaining table, perhaps to make a deal on military issues alone. 
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Unde the third hypothesis. the e ^ rt s h ti utT,' 

military and political P redlC * d ; olution that leaves the GVN intact 
which could produce a neg . ^ Thus Tho’s emphasis on their 

and every chance to mam am bargaining ploy fc0 ex “ 

having made their "final" pr ° P ° S { * ^ £or the benefit of the Politburo 
tract every possible conces si< on: f Jn this case a rapid and honor- 

beforc making their final P ain ‘ ma j 0 r problem would probably 

able settlement would be possible, and our m j P 

be with our friends. 

Whatever the actual North ^thTt^y not^ave mad^a final decision 
sufficiently off balance that Thieu q£ &e Lmp0 rtance of public 

— our immediate task is negotiating process through at least 

solidarity with us as we continue «b. ” substa ntively maintain 

one more round tojrop 1 governmental system; the only major 
the integrity of the GVN and its g that the electoral com- 

board with that section of our political point. 

Th us we will want General Haig to 

commitment to the GVN, poin strategy; stress that he must show 

behalf the last four years; agreement to a new pro- 

understanding of our problems; and secure ms g 

po sal which maintains a serious posture. 

We are exploring possible variations ^^the^siS^po JitUms. We must 
advantage of the possible openings the QVN's integrity while 

ixisr r — h ° n * ° f l "° 

objective s: 

- II they are ready* settle, getting them to do so. 

- If they are not. indaci» 8 them to study our proposal and meet a 8 ain. 

T. t0 .£ta T aT^ 

}/» n. new plan, ana m <my 
'rur efforts. 
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wb*t Happened - First Da; 


.. „ Th0 opened up the discussion, and we spent the first 
^ h hour P s r r P a Sk^ram for the coding weeks. 

~ They repeatedly Z^eTel^Y^X 

sive settlement during 0< " t ° ^ T * lections or if we really wanted a quick 
drag out negotiations past th 1 ^ ^ urged at the previous meeting. 

settlement signed by Oct b with either eventuality. 

He said they were prepared py 

. e.v,<» TT S for your Vietnam 

*■ f emphasized the ^1 e^t i o n that we wanted a settlement, 

policy. It was not because of theelec^^ numerous point s of disagree- 

Nevertheless, to be reaiis . on which we were near agree- 

ment between us, and even °“ 4 J e> R was difficult to see how we 
ment there were difference ~ d in drafting agreed language an 

could finish quickly unless they j joined 
there were political breakthroughs. 

we agreed to the following work schedule. 

■ discussion, we agrees i.w 

thich i^unreal in view of our remaining differences. 

.. Meet again in ten days for thrUe successive days in order to 
reach basic agreement on all issues. 

— rlprids sl trip "by 

.. At the conclusion of those mee ir^m^in g obstacles. They 

me to Hanoi would be t0 r epare a schedule and agenda 

raised this project agarn , a»4 » r*.i ^ mtoi ng would create 

favorable'condihions ^or the trip, i refused to agree to this. 

- o~ 

"d of Ootober. 

They clearly have par ty and=™-'l^ forums would 

have^to^o^the^basic^negotiating^fter^US-Dftif^agreernen^m principle. 

and agreed language for a settlement. 
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After a break, Tho again spoke first, going through every point and 
comparing the two sides’ positions. He was in effect drawing upon ^ 
their new proposal which he tabled at the end of the meeting. Highlights^ 
of his presentation and my later comments on it were as follows: 

-- He stressed the need for our affirming the unity of Vietnam. 

I later made the point that this did not yet exist, but we would not stand^ 
in the way of reunification and would respect it once it's achieved. (This 
is largely a semantic point which is soluble. ) 

-- He said they wanted Constituent Assembly elections rather 
than Presidential elections. (They fear a rigged election for the winner- 
take-all post, and also want to challenge the current government frame- 
work. ) I later emphasized the forthcoming aspects of our proposal, but 
said we would consider their point about a Presidential election alone. 

-- Tho stressed the need to spell out what democratic liberties 
would be guaranteed in South Vietnam. This reflects their concern about 
reprisals. I said we would consider whether we could be more specific. 

-- He showed apparent interest at this first session in our 
Committee for Na tional Reconciliation , but said that it should do more 
than supervise elections^ I made clear -that we could not give it govern- 
mental powers but would see what other functions might be assigned to 
it. (We could in fact add some essentially empty tasks of conciliation 

between the two sides. ) 

--He particularly underlined a less ambitious role for their 
Provisional Government of National Concord . They would be realistic 
and only assign implementation of the provisions of the overall agreement 
to this government. Meanwhile the GVN and PRG would remain in exist- 
ence, govern the regions they controlled and run their foreign policies. 
But Thieu would still have to resign right after the overall agreement. 
(Even more important is their provision that the provisional government 
and its committees must make decisions on a unanimous basis. Tho 
emphasized this aspect oi cheir plan on the second day. ) 

-- On U.S. withdrawals they maintained a forty-five day limit. 

I stuck to our position of three months. (This issue is manageable. ) 
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d troop reinforcements should be^^ ns 

-- Tho said rniUtarX ^ ■.** a£tex a settlement. ^less 

^ ”“' d * MT 

_. He maintained th betwe en the 

Horth Vietnamese) « oU Vietnam alone, 

r e he again limited its sc0 J bodia . I later 
.. On ceasefire- he 8 ^ - n La0S and Cam d since they ^ 

stressing “^Indochina w^^sm spell out in 

emphlsi ,«d tbj f ^ n „ ies . He ^“’hould’come upon «"£* sa id 

we had *Ument. (Thi» '* “Spiled later »' f,?'" odalitiea 

of an overall »«*• standstill. 1 ”J >1 p »r views on >» •» 

the ceasefire should >raV , ce as«fir». 

neutral £«•»“>**“ it ' s standstill nature. „ 

^ ; gad to bach off 

their figures we ibl here.) guarantee^ 

■ struction may h. poss 

.. Tho gave Iut *“ .^supervision body. '‘•" ] *"**** They were 

Concerning th« interna^e^^ ^ nominated^ ^ ^ 

r^th ^^d- « -apt India. ~£r£~ 

migh. 

be to provide S«t*^ t S ries „,ere settled. 

. international cent j in all three 

h« useful once the p .ettlenSd-^^a problems. 

, , a. Vietnam^---— -- rrXCa mbodia ? 

i6 ree^^ so^^^ 
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. . lo his statement, indicating what was unacceptable and 

I responded to his statem I stressed: 

U.i. we might find new language. 1» parUenlar. 

.. We had a massive amount of ” “It "if 

settlement. W. had to reach J ,„„e details oi 

.h« «orh m the other forum- 

- We r^d'^He'uteT .‘StW no“m«ic»^Ut^y personnel 

were being held in Cambodia; few in Laos, Y 

their friends released them in any event. 

. . naoer on the modalities for with- 

a 

.. On M«rn*«i»al^^ „« 

substitution o£ Indonesia lor India in a live memoer 
Wd ““.side, their proposal of lour members only. 

.. On some ol the sub^idiarxmiu-. reunilidion. I indicated 

where we might make adjustments in our language. 

- On the^Htic^ss^. I summed up our differe^s. J 
flatly that we could not overthrow ou chance . But their approach 

a historical proc.., ^Z^oTveo.U strongly supported our position 
£ Z dumping an ally •= had worh.d with lor so 

long. 

1 emphasized that we had made major efforts to come up with 
new pr'o'posaS and that we had had great difficulties w«h Saigon. 

Tho made some final comments, prefacing hi, new proposal which he 
1,1 J their -final" plan and a great step forward. 

.. on the jralitical^uesfi^^he emphasized that the GVTl^ ami PRG 

ssusc i^g^— - - — 

.. In addition to his assurance, that all "“f™"" iTha^and 
olmhodt '^^r/mmy 8 pointed 'questions , he did no, deny they 





were in those countries and assured us they would all withdraw as part 
of the Laos and Cambodia settlements which would quickly follow the 

Vietnam one. 

He refused to put this assurance in writing, claiming (as on 

prisoner and ceasefire) that the U.S. and DRV could not bilaterally 

decide matters for Laos and Cambodia. (This ver , bal g C °^ lt ^ ie i f ’ It 
of course, means nothing in itself, but we can perhaps build on it. 

is the first time they have ever addressed this problem. ) 

Tho also showed further interest in our C o mmittee of Nation al 
Reconciliation concept, urging that it be assigned more tasks. 

-- He pointed again to what he called their "great concession'.' on 
military aid being cut off to the PRC as well as the CVN once there is 
an agreement. They would write down this commitment. 

At the end of the meeting, Tho tabled the new DRV 10-point plan, whose 
highlights are as follows: 

-- Point 1: They maintain their language on U.S. respect for 
Vietnam, including unity, as recognized by the Geneva Agreement. The 
U.S. "will not interfere in Vietnam's internal affairs. 

Points 2 and 3: U.S. withdrawal and prisoner release will take 
place in 45 days, as in their September 15 plan. 

-- Point 4: Here they presented their political proposal_ with what 
could be very significant changes: 

. General elections for a Constituent Assembly would be held 
six months after signing of an agreement, as m their 

former plan. 

Democratic freedoms would be materialized -- these are 
spelled out. 

The Government of National Concord would have the 
following tasks: 


EXC 
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* Implement signed agreements, direct and supervise 
implementation by the two SVN parties. 

* Materialize democratic liberties and national concord 
and direct and supervise enforcement by the SVN parties. 

* Review policies and laws of the two SVN parties and 
stimulate latter to amend or abrogate policies and laws 
conflicting with signed agreement. 

* Organize elections. 

* Draft a new constitution. 

* Supervise applications by the two South Vietnamese 
parties of the foreign policy of peace and neutrality. 

. Comment: These tasks obviously remain too ambitious. 
However", the steady trend of watering down the government 
functions continues. The Provisional Government used to 
conduct in effect all internal and foreign policies of South 
Vietnam. Now the GVN (and PRG) administer their, areas 
of control, maintain their armies and police, and conduct 
foreign policy, while the so-called Provisional Government’s 
role is increasingly one of conciliation. 

. The three segments of the GNC will be equal, and there will 
be necessary measures to ensure that no party dominates. 

The GNC will be composed of 12 members, with Chairman- 
ship rotating among the three segments. All decisions will 
be taken by unanimous vote. 

. As in the past, National Concord Committees will be estab- 
lished at all levels to implement the agreement locally. 
These too will act only with unanimity . 

. Comment: This unanimity principle could prove to be very 
important. Given the three segment composition, with no 
one dominating, it is hard to see how the so-called 
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government could decide anything. Thus no matter 
what tasks are nominally assigned to it, it could be 
virtually a powerless figurehead. 

The r. VN and PRG would contin ue to exist temporarily 
' to administer 'The~~a^TrrTontroiled by them and ^ 
would have the right to maintain their existing foreign 
relations. However, they would still have to implement 
decisions of the Government of National Concor . 

As in previous plans, Thieu would_^ esign on signature of 
the agreement. 

.. _ c vipfnsmese armed forces in South 

Point 5* The question of Vietnam ese dun — 

Vietnam will be solved by the G VN and PRG, as 1= 

Point 6- Their point on reunif ication . stressing the unity of 
Vietnam and gradual reunification based on^Tscussions between North 

and. South, is unchanged. 

Point 7- The U.S. has the responsibility to heal war wounds 
in North and Luth Vietnam. Nine billion dollars is still suggested. 

~ Point 8: 

in North Vietnam a= soon would stop b e £or e an 
t^acl^d, 

Pr rr— “nt observed on “signing of the overall agreement. 

" a” .fire, neither ^y 

military aid or reinforcement. The ceasefire 
controlled and supervised. 

.. Point 9: The international supervision and control ^7"j SSl °° 
is to be composed of four rather than 

presenting two members for t^e wiu be controlled and supervised, 

and releases, as well a b Vhe ICSC will not interfere in 

General elections will be * 8 “P e ™* re * win be international guarantee^ for 
internal Vietnamese affai • . q Vietnam's neutrality, 

respect of ,tL 

and the preservation of lasting peace, i b 
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four parties in Paris, Laos, Cambodia, the three ICC members the 
five UN Security Council members, and the UN Secretary General) 
would work out a joint declaration. 

Point 10: The problems of the Indochinese countries will be 
settled by those countries themselves. 

We then agreed to adjourn overnight and study each other's positions. 

What Happened - Second Day_ 

Tho opened the next day's session with a report that VC cadre were being 
killed in South Vietnam's jails. He asked us to use our influence to stop 
it 1 replied that we would look into it and if it were true we would use 
all our influence to stop it. However, we had reports that their side was 
carrying out its own program of assassination - - I read from a cap ure 
Communist document. This had to stop. 

As an introduction to my presentation of our revised plan, I made the 
following points on procedures : 

-- As soon as we reached agreement between us, we should activate 
the PRG/GVN and the Kleber four -party forum. The U.S. and DRV could 
not - and should not - do all the work and present the other parties with a 

fait accompli , 

--We should announce the agreement between us in order to speed 
up work in the other forums. If they wished, we could do this after the 
election, thus assuring them that we were net influenced by our elections. 

- _ I then asked Tho whether he wanted to discuss the general guiding 
principles for a settlement on which both sides had exchanged several 

drafts, i said we were ready with a new draft of principles. (These 

documents spell out the overall attitude of both sides toward the long 
term aspects of a settlement, e. g. the future U.S. role in the area and 
the future orientation of the region. They would at most provide a general 
framework and, if published, might give some impetus to the negotiations. ) 

- - I then went through our new proposal, point by point, discussing 
the new elements in each. In the middle of my presentation Tho displayed 
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impatience and wanted me to efet rin-ht fn fho ^ 

that if we couldn't acree on thl L -V \ P olltlcal P 01nt - I replied 

how could ». =» m . . h r z , r we " i!read >’ ci °"' 

out the following importln, nejd^t 0 "r XT"’ ‘ P0 “’" !d 

” e h ”°" Id “• — ‘ 

stated concerns. P * achieved, in response to Tho's 

referred ^ ° n P risoners > remained the same. However I 

day stress' 6 lmplemerU ; atlon P a P e ^ ^e had handed them the previous 
aay, stressing access to detention fan'lifioe • r . . . ^ evious 

the necessity o£ getting back all „ ur PO Ws AtoulhoutTndocU^ ’', ““ 

us ~ -* ---- - - 

the phrase that ‘reutlfLaK^ touTd t?! d d ™PP« d 

thus making i, clear we were no, trying to keep Vi.to.m ^del "*’ ‘ ' 

-- In point 7 , we had a new statement on IT ^ ar u i j 
the unity of the Indochinese counts =. a = knowl ®dgment of 

Accords. — ————-' as ^P^ated in the 1954 Geneva 

"“"f— the phrase 

made it clear that our definitions w »e the s ame ‘T^hen h^'T,?' 1 ’" 
paper spelling out our ideas. ' 1 th handed them a 

. point 10 , I summed up our new imnlpm 0 _i._ <-* 

mternaHone. supervision and interna, ionai gua^e'et^d" CSS ,°h, m 

changes' w'etd S 5 T - 
previous meetings. H ooservations in 

' Kr.Som* ttT ^ liberties" 

Ureedom of speech, press, etc, ). 

' fa'aSr^'f ° I ' !Cti ° n “ <°* * National Assembly. 

, in addition to the Presidential election. This was a 
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_ til we cleared it with the GVN. 
tentative suggestion until 

. HonS o£ the Committee for National 
. We expanded the func ^ resolving differences 

Reconciliation (CN J implementing the agreement a 

had “ b 

cleared with Saigon. 

• , their position that the political 

. We specifically ^dudedth^ ^ ^ ^ basis o£ -'mutual 

forces would deal m „ (they are concerned about 

- • >"- u - s - ^ ri '- 

ment there. 

. Comment: None o f these ehan.es aiiec. «- essence o £ our 
position* 

, a list of concerns The expressed the day before to show 
^ we had 'concretely answered almost every one. 

» then made a tough 

ade in contrast to our small g nd that we had not responded 

:' r :“.x°e“; — y -«« — - ^ 

'” C " 8i0 ” S thCir Plrt ' ’ „ lty _ a basic principie o £ their position 

- He said Vietnamese unity ls> 0ur language 

hich we should recognize explicitly m P P 

Snges were not sufficient. . 

g i tn t v e necessity of organizing their 

On the political poin t he stuck Without such a govern- 

. e emphasized that decisions wou He ca ii e d our concept of the 

rote, and that neither side would neither re alistic nor concrete. H 

Committee of National R ® COn ^g their -'final" proposal. If there were n 

repeated that their ”«« would continue, 

ettlement based on it, the ngn b 
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-- Concerning elections , he repeated their point that Presidential 
elections would lead to personal dictatorship, and that elections should 
be for a Constituent Assembly. This Assembly in turn would appoint 
the various officers of the state. 

-- We had not spelled out democratic liberties at sufficient length. 

On Thieu f s resignation , he wanted to know our concrete ideas 
on the timing. I later replied that we had stipulated one month before 
elections and this might be stretched to two months. 

__ On military subjects, he repeated their stands in their plan. 

He said they would study our ceasefire paper and reply later. 

. Re reparations, he agreed to drop a set figure from the formal 
agreement but still insisted that one sentence stating U.S. 
responsibility be included -- the language could be negotiated. 

- - pjg commented on our proposals and papers on international 
supervision and guarantees . He said the International Control and 
Supervision Commission should not supervise the political point (except 
elections) or the disposition of Vietnamese armed forces in SVN, as 
this would be interference in the internal affairs of South Vietnam. There 
was no need for a guarantee of ceasefire since this was already under the 
supervision of the ICSC. He rejected our paper's proposal for a super- 
visory force of 7 - 12, 000 men (i. e. a meaningful force). This would be 
one more occupation force, which would lead to resumption of the fighting. 


Tho followed with a list of principles on which he said they would not 
change. In response to my assertion that this looked like an ultimatum, 
he said the language on these points was negotiable, though not the essence. 


__ On political questions, these included the unity of Vietnam; an 
administration with the pc^er and the concrete tasks to implement the 
agreements; elections for a Constituent Assembly, not the Presidency, 
the assurance of democratic liberties. 


- „ On military questions: the U.S. must end its aid to Saigon after 
an agreement (aid to the PRG would stop as well); and the question of DRV 
troop .withdrawals should not be covered in our forum. 
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After a break, I asked Tho a number of questions about his statement 
"d hi* proposal, which produced little »ew specifically, but a generally 

more conciliatory attitude on their part. 

The meeting ended with both sides agreeing to study each other's 
proposals. I stressed our view that if we were ultimately to meet our 
timetable, we would need to start drafting specific language on points 
o» which we were near agreement, in addition to trying to narrow our 
crap on the political point. We would study their proposal seriously and 
Sake an effort on various points. They would have to do the same with 

our plan, 

Tho said it was clear that our next-three -day meeting would be ''decisive. 
He emphasized the need to concentrate on the central questions firs , 
including the political ones. When the big problems were solved, the 

others would come easily. 
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